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THOSE  CRUCIAL  FOUR  YEARS 

Since  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  it  has  been  a  matter  of  wonder 
continuously  to  many  students  and  readers  why  it  took  four  years  to  end 
the  conflict.  In  wealth,  population  and  inaustrial  aevelopment,  the  por- 
tion of  the  country  that  adhered  to  the  Union  so  far  exceeded  that  of 
the  seceded  states  that  a  speedy  end  to  the  rebellion  seemed  inevitable. 
However,  it  is  necessary  to  probe  deeper  than  mere  wealth  and  population, 
or  the  absence  of  it,  to  fino.  the  reason    for  the  long  continuation  of 
Jjhe  struggle. 

In  1860  there  were  approximately  4,000,000  colored  persons  in  the 
so-called  slave  or  southern  states  who  were  held  in  bondage.   In  the  seced- 
ed states  there  were  also  250,787  free  negroes.  Of  these  about  2500  were 
themselves  slave  owners.  The  fact  that  this  portion  of  the  colored  popu- 
lation was  free  made  little  difference  in  their  social  status  among  the 
white  population  of  the  South.   It  was  frequently  stated  that  negro  slave 
owners  or  overseers  were  more  severe  in  dealing  with  slaves  than  were  the 
white  owners. 

Of  the  fifteen  slave  states,  all  left  the  Union  except  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Kentucky  ana  iviissouri.     The  northwestern  counties  of  Virginia 
^Iso  remained  loyal  and  were  eventually  formea  into  another  state  under 
the  name  of  West  Vigginia.  The  total  population  of  the  seceded  states vas 
approximately  9,000,000  in  1860  while  the  area  nominally  adhering  to  the 
Union  had  a  population  of  22,500,000  in  round  m.^mbers.   It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Confederacy  held  4,000,000  slaves  who  were  not  required  to 
bear  arms  but  who  could  and  did  remain  behina  the  lines  ana  produce  food 
for  the  armies  and  for  the  civilian  population.  Apparently,  this  meant 
that  there  were  only  5,000,000  white  persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages 
in  the  rebellious  states. 
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When  the  conflict  began  there  were  1108  commissionad  officers  in 
/       the  United  States  army.  Of  these  387  or  about  one  third  resigned  and 

entered  the  Confederate  service.  This  loss  was  the  more  serious  because 
288  of  these  officers  who  shifted  their  allegiance  were  graduates  of 
West  Point  and  in  many  cases  had  seen  active  service  in  the  Mexican  'War 
or  in  the  Indian  uprisings.  For  many  years  military  service  had  been 
more  attractive  to  men  from  the  slave  states  than  to  men  from  the  North. 
The  West  Point  men  from  the  northern  states,  after  a  short  experience 
in  the  army,  were  likely  to  resign  their  commissions  and  enter  mercan- 
tile or  manufacturing  fields  where  the  financial  rewards  seemed  more 
promising.  Grant,  Sherman,  and  McGlellan  were  examples  of  this  tendency. 
In  the  South  where  agriculture  was  the  predominant  occupation,  the  array 
appeared  to  offer  the  most  desirable  eareer  for  young  men  from  the  plan- 
tations. Thus  the  South  developed  the  larger  niimber  of  experienced  and 
efficient  military  leaders.  Not  all  of  the  southern  born  officers  de- 
serted the  Union;  162  of  these  born  below  the  Mason  and  Dixon  line  re- 
mained in  the  service  of  the  United  States  government.  On  the  other  hand, 
19  army  officers  who  were  northern  born  resigned  and  entered  the  Confed- 
erate service. 

The  loss  of  the  best  trained  and  most  experienced  of  the  army  of- 
ficers was  discouraging  but  another  phase  of  the  situation  was  even 
worse.  The  reins  of  government  had  long  been  in  the  hands  of  the 'pro- 
slavery  group.  With  secession  fully  pl'annea  by  the  leaders  whenever  they 
should  lose  control  of  the  machinery  of  government,  the  small  regular 
army  had  been  sent  into  the  southern  states  or  into  the  far  western  re- 
gion until  the  armed  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  were  too  small 
to  offer  any  security  to  the  capital  which  was  entirely  surrounded  by 
slave  states.  What  was  true  numerically  of  the  armed  forces  was  even 
more  true  of  the  supply  of  artillery,   small  arms,  and  ammunition.  Men 
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could  be  cslled  into  the  service  more  promptly  than  they  could  be  uni- 
formed and  armed.  In  the  last  months  of  the  Buchanan  administration  pub- 
lic opinion  became  so  vocal  that  the  President  was  compelled  to  reshuffle 

his  cabinet.  Vi/ith  the  retirement  of  the  notorious  John  b.  Floyd  as  Sec- 

irregulcir 

retary  of  IVar,  the^dispersal  of  arms  and  ammunition  ceased  but  the  damage 
had  been  done. 

It  has  been  customary  to  aenounce  President  Buchanan  as  a  traitor  to 
his  country,   an  aider  and  abettor  of  secession,   ana  an  utter  failure  in 
the  Vi/hite  House.  Of  course,  Buchanan  ¥;as  not  unaware  that  he  owed  his 
political  preferment  to  the  proslavery  element.  Vi/ith  this  background  it 
was  to  be  expected  that  he  \^ould  favor  the  South  in  all  the  partisan  ag- 
itation that  preceded  1860.  There  is  little  evidence,  hov?ever,  that  he 
condoned  secession  ana  his  treatment  of  Lincoln  as  President-elect  seems 
to  have  been  uniformly  courteous.  He  is  creaited  with  the  statement  made 
to  one  of  the  southern  leaders  that  the  election  of  any  man  to  the  pres- 
idency by  the  methods  prescribed  in  the  Constitution  was  no  excuse  for 
any  state  or  states  to  leave  the  Union.  As  the  fierce  prejudices  of  the 
period  from  I860  to  1865  have  been  softened  by  time,  historians  are  in- 
clined to  look  less  harshly  upon  ghe  administration  of  a  man  who  had  aged 
prematurely  and  who  was  hopelessly  lost  in  the  maze  of  conflicting  opin- 
ions. 

Mention  has  been  made  earlier  in  this  article  that  the  white  popu- 
lation of  the  seceded  states  was  approximately  5,000,000.  According  to 
the  census  of  1860  the  male  population  of  these  states  between  the  ages 
of  18  ana  45  was  approximately  985,000  which  included,  of  course,  all  the 
physically  unfit.  The  number  mustered  into  the  Confederate  service  during 
the  four  years  is  kHswuxiSHiyxagpKHXiaxiBiy  not  known  with  any  certainty. 
On  the  side  of  the  Union  about  2,900,000  men  ana  officers  were  mustered 
into  the  army  ana  navy  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  hostilities. 
Vi/hen  Lee  surrendered  the  Federal  forces  still  numbered  about  2,000,000, 
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For  the  period  covered  by  the  war,  the  Union  losses  probably  outnumbered 
slightly  the  losses  of  the  Confederates,  The  figures  seem  roughly  to  have 
been  300,000  lost  on  the  Union  side  and  250,000  lost  by  the  seceaers.  V/ith 
all  due  allowances  for  error  or  exaggeration,  the  country  thus  lost  half 
a  million  of  its  able-bodied  men.  With  these  significant  figures  before 
us,   it  is  possible  to  show  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  possessea  by 
both  sides  during  the  prolongea  conflict. 

The  Confederate  armies,  weaker  in  numbers,  were  on  the  whole  better 
officered  than  were  the  armies  of  the  iiorth.  Lincoln,  under  political 
prefeure,  appointed  many  inefficient  generals,   but  for  this  he  should  not 
be  too  severely  criticised;  he  had  only  mediocre  material  from  which  to 
choose.  Little  was  known  of  the  ability  of  prospective  military  leaders 
and  it  took  time  to  demonstrate  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  the  officers. 
On  the  other  hand  the  South  had  generals  who  were  all  that  couIq  be  de- 
sired. When  Stonewall  Jackson  was  accidentally  shot  at  Chancellorsville , 
it  was  stated  on  both  sides  of  the  border  that  his  aeath  was  a  greater 
disaster  to  the  Confederates  than  would  have  been  a  crushing  defeat  in  a 
major  battle. 

Except  for  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  the  Confederates  were  fighting 
on  their  own  ground  with  which  the  leaders  ano.  the  rank  and  file  were  gen- 
erally familiar,  Lee  was  far  better  informea  of  Li-cClellan •  s  movements  and 
man  power  than  was  McClellan  of  the  strategic  plans  of  the  South, 

At  all  times  the  Confederate  government  had  the  secret  assistance  of 

countries 

England  and  France,  rJoth  these  powerful  went  as  far  as  they  coula  to  an- 
noy the  Lincoln  administration.   It  was  only  by  the  tact  ano  patience  of 
the  President  that  war  with  these  countries  was  avoided.   In  this  attitude 
of  conciliation  Lincoln  stood  almost  alone.  Secretary  Seward  recommended 
that  war  be  declared  against  both  England  and  Prance,  but  the  Presiaent 
proceeded  to  iron  out  the  difficulties  with  the  statement  to  his  cabinet 
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that  one  war  at  a  time  was  enough. 

Among  the  loyal  population  of  the  North,  public  opinion  took  tvso 
forms  of  criticism  in  connection  with  the  slow  progress  of  the  war.  Ehere 
were  many  who  censured.  Congress  for  its  constants  interference  with  the 
military  program.  Others  ascribed  the  apparent  stalemate  to  the  attempt 
on  the  part  of  President  Lincoln  to  dictate  military  policies  to  the  gen- 
erals.  It  must  be  concedea  that  the  Pregiaent  lost  patience  at  times  and 
insisted  on  action  at  the  front,   but  in  so  aoing  he  was  merely  reflecting 
the  opinion  of  the  public  as  it  came  to  him  through  interviews  and  letters. 
Much  of  this  censure  of  the  President  was  unjust.  He  was  not  infallible, 
but  he  usually  had  information  from  all  over  the  disturbed  region  and  in 
many  cases  the  public  knew  little  about  the  reports  that  came  to  the  White 
House.  The  strictly  northern  states  had  only  a  minor  conception  of  the  tact 
and  the  sincere  efforts  necessary  to  hold  Maryland,  Kentucky  and  Missouri, 
and  parjiicularly  the  two  last  namea  states, in  the  Union.  Lincoln  made  con- 
cessions at  times  that  peemed  almost  humiliating,  but  he  sensed  as  few  oth- 
ers did  that  the  loss  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri  in  the  early  years  of  the 
war  might  mean  defeat  for  the  Union  cause.  This  burden  he,   in  a  large  pense, 
carried  alone;   in  many  cases  the  senators  and  representatives  were  either 
inept  or  actually  hostile. 

However,   all  of  the  obstacles  that  prevented  a  speedy  termination  of 
thewar  were  of  minor  importance  as  compared  with  the  widespread  disloyalty 
in  the  northern  states.   In  i^ew  York,  Ohio,   Indiana  and  Illinois,  open  oppo- 
sition of  the  more    cautious  kind  was  much  in  evidence,  while  secret  socie- 
ties, of  which  the  Knights  of  the  Cjolden  Circle  held  first  place,  used  ev- 
ery effort  to  inouce  enlisted  men  to  desert  ana  take  their  arms   'ith  them. 
More  than  once  New  York  City  through  its  mayor  and  its  congressmen  asserted 
its  right  and  its  Qegire  to  secede  from  the  Union  and  become  a  free  ana  in- 
depemdent  city.  Wot  all  this  northern  dissatisfaction  arose  from  a  desire 
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to  see  the  Union  disrupted;   throughout  the  North  there  was  a  distinct 
prejuaice  against  the  freeing  of  the  negroes  and  this  was  largely  due  to 
the  social  conditions  that  many  felt  were  sure  to  follow.  Lien  of  clear 

vision  feared  that  the  next  step  would  be  negro  suffrage,  an  overflow  of 

the  northern  states 
freed  negroes  into,   and  then  perhaps  a  demand  for  social  equality. 

A 

President  Lincoln  himself  had  grave  doubts  about  the  desirability  of 
emancipating  the  southern  slaves  and  then  leaving  them  to  exist  side  by 
side  with  the  whites.  We  know  from  his  utterances  that  he  was  opposed  to 
negro  suffrage  until  individuals  of  the  race  had  earned  the  right  of  cit- 
izenship by  educstion  or  achievement.  Seemingly  he  shk  foresaw  the  endless 
difficulties  th^^t  such  a  system  would  entail.  That  his  fears  were  well- 
grounded  is  shown  by  conditions  that  arose  immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  war  and  have  persistea  to  the  present  day.  Lincoln  advocatea  repeatedly 
that  the  negro  population  should  be  segregated,  either  by  colonization  in 
a  foreign  country  or  on  lands  set  apart  in  our  own  country  as  had  been  done 
in  dealing  with  the  Indian  population.  His  two  programs,  one  for  compensa- 
tion to  the  owners  of  slaves  as  a  condition  of  emancipation  and  the  other 
for  segregation  of  the  freed  negroes  was  never  wholly  abandoned  by  the  war- 
time Presiuent.  He  maintained  that  slaves  were  property  guaranteed  to  the 
southern  owners  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  nothing  short  of  military 
necessity  could  justify  the  confiscation  of  slaves  by  the  Federal - govern- 
ment. That  slavery  was  wholly  repugnant  to  Lincoln  did  not  change  his  view 
as  to  its  constitutionality. 

Many  northern  men,  then  and  in  later  years  prominent  in  public  affairs, 
agreed  with  the  President  in  so  far  as  he  advocated  the  constitutional  right 
of  the  South  to  own  slaves,  but  they  went  much  farther  in  their  sympathy 
with  the  Confederate  government  and  oppocea  the  Washington  administration 
in  every  conceivable  way.  Their  adverse  influence  cost  the  Federal  govern- 
ment tens  of  thousands  of  men  and  untold  millions  of  collars. 
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During  the  first  two  years  of  the  war  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
northern  people  realized  the  spirit  that  actuated  the  South  nor  the  sac- 
rifices they  were  willing  to  make  for  their  beloved  "cause."  Even  when  the 
numerically  superior  northern  armies  came  under  the  leadership  of  so  able 
a  commander  as  Grant,  he  soon  found  that  he  was  compelled  to  adopt  a  pol- 
icy of  attrition,-  a  loss  of  man  for  man  with  the  certainty  thfet  the 
larger  army  was  thus  sure  to  win. 


